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PRESIDENT s . A'D'D"RE S S.
- T6 the PEOPLE of the UNITED STATES.
Fp.lENDs ‘and FeELLOW-CIT1ZENS,

HE, period for a newy ele.&mn of a citizen, to admmxﬁcr the executive go-
ernment of the United States, being not far diftant, and the time adually
arrived, when yoor thoughts muft be employed in defignating the perfon, who

- is to he cloathed with that important truft, “it'appears ta me proper, efpecially as

it may conduce to a'wore diftin&t expreflion of the public voice, that I fhould

‘now’ apprife you of the refolytion I have formed, to decline being confidered

among the number of thefe, out of whom a cheice is to be made.

I beg you, at the fame time, to , do me the juftice to be affured, that this re-
folution has not heen taken, without a ftrict regard to all the confiderations
'Epcxtpmmg to the relation, which binds a dutiful citizen to bis country; and

at, in withdrawing the tender of fervice which filence in my fituation. might

<1mply I am influenced by no diminutian of zeal far your future intereft; no

deficiency of gratefel: refpect for your paft kindaefs ; but am fupportsd by a fult

'conv;&ton that the  flep is compatxb]e with both

The acceptancc of, and contintrance hxthcrto in, the office to which your
{uﬁ'ragés have twice called me, have bedn a uniform facrifice of inclination to
the opinion of duty, and to a deference for what appeared to be your defire. I
conftantly hoped, that it weuld have been much earlier in my power, con-

fiftently with motives, which I was not at liberty to diftegard, . to return tp that

retirement, from which I had been reluctantly drawn. The ﬁrenotb of my in

* clingtion to do this, previous to the laft clection, had even led to thq preparatxon

of an addrefs to declare it to you; but mature refleion on the then perplexed
and critical poﬁurc of our affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous advice
of perfons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea.

I rejoice, that the ftate of your coneerns, external as well as mtcrnal no
longer renders the purfuit of inclination mcompqtnblc with the fentiment of duty,
‘'or propriety ; and am perfuaded whateyer partiality may be retained for my fer-

 vices, that ip the prefent circumftances of our cauntry, you will not difapprave

my determmat;on to retxre .

The impreflions with which I firft- undertook the arduous truft, were ex-
plained on the proper occafion,  In the difcharge of this truft, I will only fay,
that I bave with good intentions, contributed towards the organization and ad-
miniftration of the government, the beft exertions of which a very fallible

'3udgmpnt was' capable. DNot unconfciqus, in the outfet, .of the inferiority of

my qualifications, experience in my.own eyes, perhaps ftill more in the eyes of
others, has ftreng thcncd the motives to diffidence of myfelf ;- and every day the
mcrmﬁng wcxght of years admpmfhcs me more and more, that the fhade of re-
tirement s as° neceflary to me as it will be welcome.. "Satisfied that if any cir-
cumftances have given' pccu]w ‘'value to my f'crvxccs, thcy were temporary, I
have the. confolation to-believe, - that while: choice'and pmdencc invitc me to
quxt the .political fcepe, patnotlfm docs not forbxd it.

In lookmg forward to the moment, iwhich is intended to termmatc the career -
of -my public life, my feolings do ‘not permit me to fufpend the decp acknow-
lngmcnt of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my, beloved country, for the
many henours it has copferred upon.me; ftill more ér the fiedfaft confidence
with which it has fupported me; and for the opportunities I have thence
enjoyed of manifefting my inviolable attachment, by fervices faithful and perfe-

- vering, though. in ufefulnefls unequal to my zeal.™ If benefits have refulted 1o

our country from thefe fervxces,L let it always be remembered to your praife, and
as, an inftru®ive example in our annals, that under circumftances in which the
paflions, agitated in every dire@ion, were liable to miflead, amidft appearances
fome:imes dubious,—vicitlitudes of fortune often dxfcouragmg.——m fituations in
which not unfrequently want of fuccefs has countenanced the fpirit of criti-

cifm




